Financial Freedom – Breaking Free From Poverty
Fundamental Principles
· It all belongs to God.

Fundamental Principles
· It all belongs to God.

· Joyful act of Worship.




Joyful act of worship
23 But the time is coming and is already here when true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and in truth. The Father is looking for anyone who will worship him that way. 
John 4

Joyful act of worship
Let each one (give) as he has made up his own mind and purposed in his heart, not reluctantly or sorrowfully or under compulsion, for God loves (that is, He takes pleasure in, prizes above other things, and is unwilling to abandon or to do without) a cheerful (joyous, prompt-to-do-it) giver – whose heart is in his giving. 
(Amp)



2 Cor 9:7

Fundamental Principles
· The spirit of materialism will compete for your worship, love and affection. 




Competing spirits
21 Wherever your treasure is, there your heart and thoughts will also be. 

24 No one can serve two masters. For you will hate one and love the other, or be devoted to one and despise the other. You cannot serve both God and money.

Matthew 6

10 For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil. Some people, eager for money, have wandered from the faith and pierced themselves with many griefs.


1 Tim 6

Competing spirits
“I never step into the ring without a well thought out plan. But unfortunately that all goes out the window as soon as you get punched in the face.” 

“Then all you have are your reflexes!”
Mike Tyson

Competing spirits
Until you realise the impotence of money  -
You will never be free from its pursuit 

Nor be free of the influence and domination of the spirit behind it
Fundamental Principles
· Spirit of materialism is broken through generosity and contentment.



Breaking materialism
Remember this: Whoever sows sparingly will reap sparingly, and whoever sows generously will reap generously




2 Cor 9:6 

But Godliness with contentment is great gain. 
1 Tim 6:6 




Fundamental Principles
· As we are faithful with little… 




5 Biblical Uses of Money
10 Now He who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food, will supply and increase your store of seed and will enlarge the harvest of your righteousness. 

11 You will be made rich in every way so that you can be generous on every occasion, and through us your generosity will result in thanksgiving to God. 
2 Cor 9

5 Biblical Uses of Money
1. Seed to the sower - (tithe)

2. Bread for food - (consumption)

3. Increase your store of seed / sowing & reaping - (saving / investment)

4. Will enlarge the harvest of your righteousness - (deliberate investment into the kingdom touching the lives of others)
5. Generosity (general giving) 

Seed to the sower - Tithe
What is Tithing?

· 10% of our increase / Income / Capital Gain

· First fruits – that which comes before anything else

· Brought into the storehouse – the local church



Seed to the sower - Tithe
· It existed before the law 

· It was established to support God’s ministers the Levites so that they did not need to work or own the means to create wealth – much like the modern day 5 fold office ministers

· Jesus re-affirmed the tithe in the Gospels when he challenged the Pharisees in Matt 23:23 

Woe to you, teachers of the law and Pharisees, you hypocrites. You give a tenth of your spice, dill and cumin. But you have neglected the more important matters of the law – justice, mercy and faithfulness. You should have practiced the latter without neglecting the former.




Bread for food - Consumption
Do not allow your consumption to simply expand to fill your budget

Increase your store of seed - Savings
Albert Einstein said: 

"The most powerful force in the universe is compound interest"
Enlarge the Harvest of your Righteousness - Deliberate
“I have for many years given practically the whole of my income for charitable purposes, except what is spent upon my family. Nearly all my money is invested in businesses in which I believe I can truly say the first thought is the welfare of the people employed. “


George Cadbury - In a letter to Bishop Gore

How do I unlock the wind of God’s provision and move on towards Financial Freedom?
· Start with what you have.

· Prayerfully approach God and allocate / re-allocate your income into the 5 budget categories

· Don’t be discouraged if you can’t meet each one fully – set goals and trust God to bring the increase to meet those goals

· Manage your budget by assessing achievement of it monthly

