Ten Questions to Answer before you get engaged/concluding lobola
Many people are unhappily married because they failed to ask the important questions.  Instead of soberly evaluating their relationship, they got caught up in the excitement of the moment. Approach these questions humbly with a desire to grow. Working through these questions as a couple, as well as individually, can help you discover both strengths and weaknesses in your relationship and help you make a more informed decision about whether you should get married. 

A. Is your relationship centred on God and His glory?

Is Jesus the Lord or both your hearts? 

A happy marriage is founded on mutual love for and submission to Him. Are you obedient to His word? 

Are both of you striving to find your souls satisfaction in God?
B. Are you growing in friendship, communication, fellowship and romance?

Rate your relationship in the four areas we looked at:

Friendship:

Do you enjoy being together? 

Apart from your romantic feelings, do you have a solid foundation of friendship?

Are there activities and interests that draw you together?

Communication:

Have you grown in your ability to hear and understand each other?

Fellowship:

Do you talk about spiritual things?

Do you pray together?

Do you love God more today as a result of your relationship?

Romance:

Are you growing in your romantic desire for each other? 

Are your affections increasing?

If not, why not?

Are you trying to make the relationship work when your heart is not really in it?

C. Are you clear on your biblical roles as man and woman?

Do both of you have biblical convictions of what it means to be a godly man or godly woman?

Are you in agreement about the role of husband and wife?

Ladies: Is this man someone you can respect, submit to and love?

Men: Are you currently initiating and leading in the relationship?

Do you have the faith to lead this woman and serve her in love for a lifetime?

D. Are other people supportive of your relationship?

Have you had the protection and support of your local church through your courtship?

Would your mentor/parents support your moving forward towards marriage?

E. Is sexual desire playing too big (or too small) a part in your decision?

Sexual involvement before marriage can muddle clear thinking. 

Has sexual desire fooled you into believing that your relationship is better than it really is?

Or is looking forward to sex a primary motive to get married?
F. Do you have a track record of solving problems biblically?

Do you act like godly adults, or like self-centred children when facing disagreements, misunderstandings or decisions?

Do you manipulate?

Do you avoid facing problems?

Do you whitewash matters pretending everything is OK?

Do you store up resentment?

G. Are you heading in the same direction in life?

Have you talked about what “leaving and cleaving” will mean if you get married?

Courtship is a time to discuss how you would relate to your parents and your single friends as a married couple. (e.g. financial support, if need be)
Are you ready to let go of much of the individual freedom you’ve had as a single? 

How do you envision your shared life?

Are you in agreement about lifestyle issues like religious beliefs and practice, children, church involvement and money?

H. Have you taken into account any cultural differences you have?

The tendency is to look at all differences through a romantic haze and if anyone brings them up, to dismiss them.  But thinking of cultural differences and thinking through it are two different things.  

I. Do either of you have complicating entanglements from past marriages or relationships?

Have you discussed your relational background?

If there have been complicated entanglements or previous marriages have you sought pastoral counsel?

Have you considered the practicalities around various issues such as children, exes etc? (soul-ties, counterfeit oneness)

J. Do you want to marry this person?

And does this person want to marry me? It is up to you – YOU MAKE THE DECISION! God promises to bless you and work our His will in your life through your decisions. 

Am I willing to accept this person as he or she is?

Do I have a hidden agenda to change the other person when I am married? (A woman marries a man thinking he will change and he does not, a man marries a woman thinking she will not change and she does.)
Do I really know this person, weaknesses, strengths – sins as well as gifts?

Personal Application

As you go through these questions I encourage you to seek a trusted friend, or mentor who can help you in evaluating your experiences and also can hold you accountable to some of the decisions made. 

1) Work through the various questions on your own, with your partner and your mentors before making any decisions about engagement and marriage.

2) Ensure that you are honest and don’t be afraid to work through different issues that arise, you will grow as you  recognise the problem and with God’s help rectify the situation. 

