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GOD’S PROCESS TOWARDS MARRIAGE

The Importance of the season of singlewoood: When Mary anointed Jesus' feet with pure spikenard, she gave something costly, something precious to her, something irreplaceable. It was others who said "Why this waste?" To the one who gave and the One who received, it was pure joy. He never wastes what is precious to us! Not one single day.
Courtship may be understood as an intelligently engineered system to eliminate and protect against the problems of dating. Since dating has no protective or guidance mechanisms it is wide open to abuse by financial, physical, sexual, or emotional predators. Dating is also an extremely ambiguous process, which leads to much confusion, misunderstanding and heartache. 
Kissing Dating Goodbye: 

Joshua Harris in his book, “I kissed dating goodbye” identifies Seven Habits of highly defective dating. 

a. Dating leads to intimacy but not necessarily to commitment. We enjoy the emotional and physical commitment of dating without any of the responsibility. 

b. Dating tends to skip the friendship stage of the relationship. CS Lewis speaks of friendship been defined as “two people walking alongside one another towards a common goal”.  Being friends is critical as we pursue relationships towards more romantic grounds. 
c. Dating often mistakes a physical relationship for love. 

d. Dating often isolates a couple from vital relationships.  

e. Dating in many  cases  distracts young people from the primary responsibility of preparing for the future.

f. Dating can cause discontentment with God’s gift of singleness. Singleness is described by Myles Munroe as being whole.  This time of our lives is for personal growth, learning and service and we often waste it on silly pursuits after a boy or girl.  
g. Dating creates an artificial environment for evaluating another person’s character.

(Read 11 Most Common Reasons for Breaking Up) 

"Courtship is an application of the principles in God's Word for male-female (romantic) relationships. Courtship is the process of getting to know a person with marriage in mind.” 

Remember you can never know a person fully: The story of a woman with a breath problem and a man with smelling feet… you swallowed my sock … 
You can never fully know a person … that’s the moral of the story … 

Preliminary Requirements:
A young man should NOT seek out a marriage partner until such time as they are emotionally, spiritually and materially prepared for marriage. To ignore this advice is to court (pardon the pun) disaster. The young man should be prepared financially for marriage, including a steady job and some degree of savings (the exact amount is a personal judgment). Spiritually, the man should have Jesus first in his life, rather than seeking a mate first. Emotionally they should be mature and prepared to serve as a loving husband (Ephesians 5:25-33).
For the young lady, a similar set of criteria should first be achieved before they consider themselves ready for courtship and marriage. Emotional, spiritual and material preparation are as important as for the man. Materially, they should have the necessary skills for managing a household. In our society, having occupational skills and the necessary educational background for a chosen field is certainly desirable, even economically necessary. Emotionally and spiritually they should also strive for maturity, waiting with patience and faith in God for the right suitor and prepared to serve as a Christian wife (Ephesians 5:22-24, 30-33).
Paradigms: (Slide)
Paradigms filter our world.  They help us set boundaries and make sense of life.  

Examining or changing a paradigm is not always easy. Many of us feel uncomfortable. It is costly when a paradigm is robbing us of an opportunity to experience a richer, more fulfilling life. 

What is the paradigm that surrounds the concept of marriage, finding a wife/husband and dating? 

	SINGLENESS

· You are only half a person if you are single.

· Singleness means aloneness.

· “Ag shame” she is single.

· My singleness glorifies God
	DATING

· Men/Women are not to be trusted.

· Eat, drink and be merry for tomorrow you die.

· The next step from dating is moving in together. 

 
	FINDING A WIFE/HUSBAND

· Will I ever find a partner?

· He is Jesus in a Ferrari. 

· He/She must be … (long list)

· I will choose the right one. 


	MARRIAGE

· Only when you are married will you be truly happy!

· Married couples have it made. 

· Divorce is expected, remarriage probable.

· Marriage is SO difficult

· Live together first, it will prepare you for marriage. 

· Marriage is God’s perfect plan for mankind.




His love must become to us better than life. God wants us to come to a point in relationship with Him, where we can say: “You are so far above and beyond every other thing in my life, every other love in my life, every other experience in my life, every other purpose or goal in my life.  You are my life. And your love Oh God is better than life.”

Keep God in the Centre

Read Psalm 63 (Slide)
O God, you are my God, 

Earnestly I seek you,

My soul thirsts for you, 

My body longs for you, 

In a dry and weary land

Where there’s not water. 

I have seen you in the sanctuary

And beheld your power and glory

Because your love is better than life

My lips will glorify you.

I will praise you as long as I live

And in your name I will life up my hands

My soul will be satisfied with the richest of foods

With singing lips my  mouth will praise you. 

On my bed I remember you, 

I think of you through the watches of the night

Because you are my help

I sing in the shadow of your wings

My soul clings to you

Your right hand upholds me

Our souls were created to feast on God. Do you feast on Him? Do you have a soul that is satisfied?  God made our souls to long for Him and we are not fully satisfied without His presence in our lives! Often believers will live for years ignoring their secret ache. They don’t want to admit to anyone that their souls are empty and something inside aches to be satisfied.  We often mistakenly think that another person can meet our needs,  that the world can meet our needs, but they/it can’t. 

Biblical Account 

NT - Matthew 1: 18 – 25 (NIV & KJV)
· Mary was pledged/betrothed to be married to Joseph 

· The only way Joseph could leave Mary was divorce (engagement)

· The Lord had to intervene (an angel), because Joseph would not believe marry (fornication - sex outside marriage was a serious sin in Israel) Deut. 22

· The angel encouraged Joseph to marry Mary

· Joseph and Mary never were sexually intimate until Mary gave birth (9 months Joseph was married but still nothing happened – wow)   
I believe Joseph and Mary knew each other before they were engaged, that is friendship. You don’t just wake up and engage a person. (They were in the same geographic area)
The Process: Friendship, Courtship, Betrothal/Engagement/Lobola then Marriage (Slide)
This process is not meant to be a formula, but a rather a set of guidelines as per the scriptures indicate. We are different and the Lord created us that way, example: 
FRIENDSHIPS
This is a time where you can get to know the person without them knowing how you feel about them (both ways, sisters should also be checking out, I know it comes natural). It works well when you are friends within a group.
If you aren't friends, then you are going to have to expend a lot of time and energy developing a simple friendship, which is going to be a lot more complicated with all these emotions flying around! From a courtship perspective, I am basically entering the first phase of marriage here, so I need to know at least a few things about her and her character to make this rather momentous decision!
The problem is we think we only know the person best when we are courting, but that is not true. Once the person knows you are interested they hide the true self, just like the man will want to appear a nice person (missions, ministry participation, camps, social gatherings, etc, seeing the person in action)
Things to look out for during this time: (I will use mainly she, but it works both ways)
· He or she must be a committed Christian (not perfect) 

She will be eager to know more of God, enjoy going to church, enjoy serving others and generally be a faithful and diligent member of her church and her community. Most importantly of all, she must be willing to address her faults and work them out with God and her leaders. 
This is a good time to tell if they are not pretending to be Christians just to win you or they are just shallow Christians. 

Why: 2 Corinthians 6:14–15 “What does a believer have in common with an unbeliever?”  
·  Similar value or belief systems to me 
I'm not talking about totally agreeing with each other about every little point of doctrine, but merely emphasizing that we should have similar views of the world. [Amos 3:3] I enjoy being generous. I enjoy interacting with people from other cultures. 
These aren't essential things, but if my wife doesn't embrace them, it will put extra strain on our relationship -- things that are important to me won't be important to her. Yes, we could work it out, but it's a lot easier to establish these things before marriage than after!
· He/She must be of good conduct or character

Getting married with a huge financial debt over your head is unwise, so is getting married with a huge emotional debt over your head. Issues such as unforgiveness, bitterness, abuse and lust need to be addressed before marriage. Otherwise marriage might merely be the result of people trying to fulfill these needs in a partner instead of God.
You don’t need a courtship relationship to observe these things.

COURTSHIP 

Def: A love relationship with the intention to get married.
Courtship is the process of BOTH getting to know each other with marriage in mind. It is the time period where you spend time sharing the word, praying together and going out in preparation for marriage. This time is also used for evaluating a suitor's inward character, values, beliefs, practices, interests and life purpose to ensure that a godly match occurs. The term courtship is derived from the words court and ship. 
Court means a public trial of law for evaluating evidence; and ship refers to boundaries (such as in the word township, meaning the boundaries of a town). 
(Hearing problem story – A man went to see a doctor and complaining about his wife hearing problem …) Introspect yourself first. 
Courting should only happen once and ends in a life-long covenant relationship. Dating (Jollying) happens lots of times, and ends in many hurts, heartbreaks, scars, and if you're lucky, a partner that just may stay with you for the next few years, or (if you're really lucky) the rest of your life.

· In the modern dating scene you usually hide all your faults to give a false impression about yourself, in order to keep your partner liking you. Recreational dating is about self-gratification -- you date to satisfy your own needs. 

· Courtship is about open and honest exploration of each others lives and families leading up to engagement and marriage. There should not be any romantic interaction until after the commitment to marriage. Romance is a subjective feeling and when the rough times come, romance isn't what will keep you together; it's your commitment that will. This calls for setting boundaries. 

There are two key relationships you should establish to help you keeping and sticking to your boundaries -- a mentor/s, and an accountability partner/s. 
Some questions to ask yourself before approaching the person and getting into this commitment:
1. Am I ready to enter into a relationship that will end in marriage?  
Proverbs 24:27 “prepare your fields, after that build your house”
Fields speaks of the ability to provide. Do you have a job that is secure enough for you to able to provide for your family? 
(I was a student, but also working, when we got married)  
Luke 14: 28 – 30 “counting the cost BEFORE starting to build”

Some guys approach a lady and afterwards they say actually it was not the right time, I am not ready for this.

2. What is the source of these emotions or feelings? (check your Motives)
Firstly: Distance yourself from the person to see if it’s not just feelings of infatuation 
‘Maybe when you see the person too much you start seeing stars’ 
If after distancing yourself, you still have these feelings, then … Lay it to the alter
Secondly: Lay it to the altar (Abraham & Isaac principle) Testing 
Pray about it and say “Lord if this is from you, this feelings will stay and if its not you Lord, let them go.”  

Song of Songs 2:7, 3:5, 8:4 “Daughters of Jerusalem I charge you; do not arouse or awaken love until its so desires” 

If these feelings were just your dreams, they will vanish, and if they are from the Lord they will stay.
Thirdly: Seek counsel 

Love – feelings and decision 
Proverbs 15:22 “Plans fail for lack of counsel, but with many advisers they succeed”
Speak to godly friends, a pastor or leader and if possible involve your parents (whether their saved or not).   
3. Are this feelings or emotions mutual? (Is what I am feeling mutual?)
After speaking to your godly friends, a pastor and your parents; then approach the person and let them know how you feel (in a very nice, kind, wonderful and etc way) and find out if they feel the same about you or not. If she does not and wishes to pray and think about it, give her time. 

If she does, hallelujah that will be the beginning of your courtship. 

Remember – setting boundaries, mentors and accountability partners
“It is better NOT necessarily right to break a courtship relationship, than to break engagement or marriage. There is still hurt and pain”.  
Summary:
a) Build Godly friendships

b) Watch, wait and pray

c) Seek Godly counsel

d) Check your motives

e) Are you ready for marriage
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