A Father, who, from the
beginning of creation, has
stretched out his arms In
merciful blessing, always

waiting, never letting His
arms drop down in despair
but always hoping that his

children will return, so that he can speak
words of love to them and let his
compassionate arms rest upon their
shoulders.”-Henri Nouwen




The Parable of the Lost Son

Luke 15 v 11 Jesus continued: “There was a
man who had two sons. The younger one
said to his father, ‘Father, give me my share
of the estate.” So he divided his property
between them. Not long after that, the
younger son got together all he had, set off
for a distant country and there squandered

his wealth in wild I|V|ng




After he had
spent everything,
there was a severe
famine in that whole
country, and he
began to be In

need. So he
went and hired vy
himself out... | R o

He longed to fill his stomach with the pods
that the pigs were eating, but no one gave

him anything.



“When he came to his
senses, he said, ‘How
many of my father’s hired
servants have food to
spare, and here | am
starving to death! | will set
out and go back to my
father and say to him:
Father, | have sinned
against heaven and
against you.
| am no longer worthy to be
called your son; make me
like one of your hired
servants.'.
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The
religious
Spirit
loves to
point out
the sins
of others

“The older brother bec
angry and refused to g
So his father went out
pleaded with him.

..'Look! All these year
been slaving for you a
never disobeyed your
Yet you never gave me
a young goat..

But when this son of
who has squandered
property with prostitute
comes home, you Kill t
fattened calf for him!’
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"Here Is the God | want to believe In: a
Father, who, from the beginning of creation,
has stretched out his arms in merciful
blessing, never forcing Himself on anyone,
but always waiting, never letting His arms
drop down In despair but always hoping that
his children will return, so that he can speak
words of love to them and let his tired arms
rest upon their shoulders."



