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| am interested in helping parents engage
in hand — to — hand combat with the
world’s smallest battlefield, the child’s
heart. You need to engage your child as
creatures made in the image of God. They

can find happiness and fulfilment only as
they know and serve the living God.
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Shepherding a Child’s heart

e When we miss the heart, we miss the
gospel

e When we miss the heart, we miss the
glory of God.

Thy kingdom come - Thy will be done - on earth as it is in heaven




A biblical vision for parenting

e Authority
* Shepherding
* The centrality of the gospel
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Shaping Influences
and Choices
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HOW DO | TRAIN MY CHILDREN TO MAKE
ETHICAL CHOICES AS RESPONSIBLE PEOPLE

LIVING IN REVERENCE FOR GOD?
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Ps23v13-19

Do not withhold discipline from a child; if you punish him
with the rod, he will not die. Punish him with the rod and
save his soul from death. My son, if your heart is wise,
then my heart will be glad; my inmost being will rejoice

when your lips speak what is right. Do not let your heart
envy sinners, but always be zealous for the fear of the
Lord. There is surely a future hope for you, and your
hope will not be cut off. Listen, my son, and keep your
heart on the right path.
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Prov23v 22

Listen to your father, who gave you life, and do not
despise your mother when she is old.

Prov23v 26

My son, give me your heart and let your eyes keep
to my ways, ...
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COMMUNICATION: DIALOGUE NOT MONOLOGUE

Provi8v?2

A fool finds no pleasure in understanding but delights in
airing his own opinions.

Prov18v 13

He who answers before listening — that is his folly and his
shame.
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FOCUS ON UNDERSTANDING

e Whatis happening in the heart of my child?
e Whatwas the temptation?

* Whatwas she trying to accomplish?
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Prov20v5

The purposes of man’s heart are deep waters, but a
man of understanding draws them out.
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What were you feeling when you hit your sister?
What did your sister do to make you angry?

Help me understand how hitting her seemed to make things
better.

In what other ways could you have responded?

How do you think your response reflected/affected your
relationship with God?
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ISSUES TO BE WALKED THROUGH:

* Nature of temptation

* Possible responses to this temptation
* Motives for these responses
* The sinful response he chose

* Helping him receive forgiveness in Jesus

IN THIS PROCESS YOU STAND ABOVE AND BESIDE HIM.
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TYPES OF COMMUNCIATION

Encouragement
Correction
Rebuke
Entreaty
Instruction

Warning

Teaching
Prayer
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HANNAH MONTANNA

Reputation

Consequences

Modesty

Entertainment
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e ALIFE OF COMMUNICATION
e SHEPHERDING THE HEART
e COUNTING THE COST

If | am continually unavailable when my kids need to
talk, | need to make some changes.
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BLESSINGS AND BENEFITS OF PAYING THE
PRICE

True communication: cement that will hold you and
your child together
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The attraction of the “wrong crowd” is
camaraderie. (Tedd Tripp]
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* Preparation for relationships

* Full-orbed Understanding of life

* Redemption integrated with life
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ROD/ DISCIPLINE
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APPEAL TO THE CONSCIENCE

To whom does your child feel accountable
when he sins?
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