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RESTORATIVE JUSTICE RESTORATIVE JUSTICE 
CENTRECENTRE’’S APPROACHS APPROACH

RESTORATIVE JUSTICERESTORATIVE JUSTICE



RESTORATIVE JUSTICERESTORATIVE JUSTICE



RESTORATIVE JUSTICE: RESTORATIVE JUSTICE: 
DEFINITIONS & DISTINCTIONSDEFINITIONS & DISTINCTIONS

A mindset/philosophy/approach:A mindset/philosophy/approach:
A way of thinking about crime and A way of thinking about crime and 
justice based on the concepts listed justice based on the concepts listed 
aboveabove

A process A process to involve, to the extent to involve, to the extent 
possible, those who have a stake in a possible, those who have a stake in a 
specific offence and to collectively identify specific offence and to collectively identify 
and address harms, needs and and address harms, needs and 
obligations, in order to heal and put things obligations, in order to heal and put things 
as right as possibleas right as possible
A programmeA programme: a structured set of : a structured set of 
activities based on selected rj principles activities based on selected rj principles 
with a didactic elementwith a didactic element
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PRACTICE MODELS AND PRACTICE MODELS AND 
COMMON TERMSCOMMON TERMS

ProcessesProcesses
 Victim offender mediation/ victim offender Victim offender mediation/ victim offender 

conferencingconferencing
 Victim offender panelsVictim offender panels
ProgrammesProgrammes
 Victim supportVictim support
 Victim awarenessVictim awareness
 Life skillsLife skills
 MentoringMentoring
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APPLICATION IN THE APPLICATION IN THE 
CRIMINAL JUSTICE SYSTEMCRIMINAL JUSTICE SYSTEM

PrePre--trial (diversion)trial (diversion)

PrePre--sentencesentence

Post sentencePost sentence



STORIESSTORIES



Doing Justice GodDoing Justice God’’s Way:s Way:

Restoring Harmony in Restoring Harmony in 
RelationshipsRelationships



Biblical Justice:Biblical Justice:
Intersecting Paths of Healing & AccountabilityIntersecting Paths of Healing & Accountability

VICTIM VICTIM OFFENDEROFFENDER

Denial                                                      Denial                                                      DenialDenial

Hurt                                               Hurt                                               Remorse Remorse 

Anger                                            Anger                                            ResponsibilityResponsibility

Acceptance                          RestitutionAcceptance                          Restitution

ReconciliationReconciliation

©© Based on work of Heather Block & Janet P. Schmidt.Based on work of Heather Block & Janet P. Schmidt.



1.) Remorse / Repentance:1.) Remorse / Repentance:

2 Samuel 12:12 Samuel 12:1--25 25 -- David in GodDavid in God’’s Hands:s Hands:

 The Mirror Story The Mirror Story –– The ProphetThe Prophet’’s Roles Role

 Bounded Shame Bounded Shame –– Psalm 51Psalm 51

 Sitting in the Fire Sitting in the Fire –– Death of his sonDeath of his son

““We need to feel the heat, We need to feel the heat, 

in order to see the light!in order to see the light!””



2.) Restitution / Reparations:2.) Restitution / Reparations:

Zacchaeus encounters Jesus:Zacchaeus encounters Jesus:

Luke 19: 1Luke 19: 1--10 10 –– Two parts (vs.8):Two parts (vs.8):

 IndirectIndirect –– ((½½ of possessions to poor) of possessions to poor) 

 DirectDirect –– (4x to anyone cheated)(4x to anyone cheated)



3.) Reintegration / Restoration:3.) Reintegration / Restoration:

Offending Corinthian Brother:Offending Corinthian Brother:
I Corinthians 5: 1I Corinthians 5: 1--55
Moving out from under GodMoving out from under God’’s s ‘‘coveringcovering’’

(vs.5)(vs.5)

2 Corinthians 2: 52 Corinthians 2: 5--1111
 Concept of Concept of ‘‘excessive sorrowexcessive sorrow’’ (vs.7)(vs.7)
 Being aware ofBeing aware of ‘‘SatanSatan’’s schemess schemes’’ (vs.11)(vs.11)



Restorative Justice Model:Restorative Justice Model:

OffenderOffender

Community                                  StateCommunity                                  State

Victim           Victim           



Psalm 85:10 :Psalm 85:10 :

Truth                                            MercyTruth                                            Mercy
(Faithfulness)                            (Loving(Faithfulness)                            (Loving--kindness)kindness)

BIBLICAL JUSTICEBIBLICAL JUSTICE

Accountability                             ReconciliationAccountability                             Reconciliation
(Righteousness)                                  (Peace)(Righteousness)                                  (Peace)


